ReuseME: A Pilot Study to Explore Opportunities to Reduce Marine Debris and Municipal
Costs with Reusable Food Packaging Systems
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Problem Statement Research Questions

Food Packaging Survey Results

What 1s to come...

Environmental - What reusable food packaging systems work best in e $881 spent on disposables for the average business each
e ~4.9 million tons of waste from disposable food Maine’s unique coastal communities? month

serviceware (Product Stewardship Institute, 2024) . How can Maine communities develon reusable food e The 54 participating businesses used, on average, 2,420
e ~100,000 marine animals die annually due to plastic . L o P . : disposable units each month

debris (Product Stewardship Institute, 2024) S)_/stems that are cCompetitive wit t. © CONVERIENEE O e Businesses spent on average $259 per month managing

. . . disposable, single use food packaging? . .

e Single-use packaging, regardless of material, does not waste (garabage, recycling, composting)

reduce waste e Health and safety Is a top priority in making packaging
e Ultimate problem is DISPOSABILITY O decisions
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ReuseME Pilot Project:
e Roughly nine restaurants participating over the course of
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i . Map of food service providers demonstrating high density In
Disposable plastic cup littering a

Multi-layering disposable packaging downtown Bar Harbor OO d ac aglng Survey esu S
pedestrian crosswalk, Bar Harbor, ME found in Bath, ME

B Waste Management Fees (garbage, recycling, composting) $/month
B Packaging Procurement $/month M Waste Generation units/month
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Pilot Communities: Bar Harbor, Bath, South Portland
| e Chosen by
“ o Location 7500
% o Seasonal variability 5,798
o, \ o Municipal-level waste reduction priority
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N ) A Food Packaging Survey:. Mixed-methods ethnographic .
LN 4 oo TR B P fieldwork 2.591
Single-use plastics found on Willard Beach in South Portlan e Gathered food service providers’ experiences with food 2500 -+ $2,039
packaging, current levels of disposable packaging use,
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