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What is Lobbying
and Why it is Important?

Familiarizing Legislators with your
organization or issue

Bringing issues of concern to public
officials

No one else is going to make your case
for you

You can’t make a friend when you need
one
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Maine State Legislature

:1‘” _

' - 5 A%
‘5.,".\" ; 2 S ; — "l | A " .-“'T)
151 Representative in the House 35 Senators in the Senate
Representing 8,800 Mainers each Representing 40.000 Mainers each
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Committees and Public Hearings

« Committees are made up of both
House and Senate members and
specialize in specific topic areas.

« Committees include:

» Agriculture, Conservation, and
Forestry

» Energy, Utilities, and Technology

» Environment and Natural Resources
» Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

» Transportation

» Appropriations and Financial Affairs
Committee
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Peculiarities of the Maine
Legislative Process:

Every bill gets a public hearing
Joint Standing Committees
Citizen Legislature

Term Limits
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When can you weigh in?

Introduce yourself to your lawmaker & suggest issues
of concern to lawmaker for bill ideas

Lawmaker is elected

Committee hosts
public hearing and
work session

Show up to a public hearing, testify live, or submit
written testimony

« Call, email, or meet with your lawmaker before committee or floor votes and encourage your
Committee votes on friends and neighbors to do the same

bill
« Write and submit letters to the editor to your local paper

\ . ° ° + Take actions like signing petitions with NRCM or other advocacy organizations
1) House and Senate
\) M IIqI?'.I.J vote on bill * Lobby your lawmaker in the statehouse (like at NRCM's State House Action Day!)

Bill gets sent to the Call or email the governor to support or
I -| %ﬁ Governors desk oppose the bill

|

Bill becomes law or Call or email your legislator to thank them or g

bill fails e Ty ST Natural Resources
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Tracking Legislation

 How to stay informed about the legislative
process.

« Committee referral
« Public hearings and work sessions
« Committee options

o Ought to pass

o Ought to pass as amended

o Ought not to pass

« Consideration by the full Legislature
P ay
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Contact Your Legislators

* Legislators publicly Maine House
share their personal B
ContaCt |nf0rmat|0n Member Profile

« Send them an email
« Pick up the phone

« Write a hand-written
letter and mail to
their home address

» Lawmakers rarely
hear from folks in
their district

Your Resource for Legislative Information

Jessica L. Fay

(Jess)
State Representative
( D - Raymond )

& Jessica.Fay@legislature.maine.gov

141 Spiller Hill Road, Raymond, ME 04071

Home: (207) 655-5020

Seat Number: 47 House District: 86 - (View
Map)

Town(s): Poland (Part) / Gasco (Part) / Frye Island/
Raymond (Part)

Committee(s):
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Best Practices

- Make a personal
connection

« Tell a story - speak from
the heart

« Identify the bill LD # or
title

« Consider yourself the
expert

« Always tell the truth
« Make a clear ask
 Follow up after the vote
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Testifying at a Public Hearing

« Public hearing process

« Qutreach prior to public hearings

« Written and oral comments accepted

* Print 20 copies / stick to 3 minutes

« Zoom now a standard feature at public hearings

* Follow up in response to comments at a public
hearing
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Testifying at a Public Hearing

- Start by addressing L. /{ .
trp\e two committee T | |
cnairs ‘» E b.J A 3
. Identify the bill 4L A
number, title, and your e e Vsl
position
« Tell a story. Make a
personal connection.
« Make a clear ask

« Ask for any questions

/
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Direct Lobbying

« Build relationships with /
o Legislators
o Executive Branch
o Department Staff

o Interested
Stakeholders

 Develop a Legislative

Agenda
« Anticipate Legislation
* Public Relations Natum@um
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Lobbying beyond the
State House

Member association

outreach

Grassroots or Grasstops

lobbying
Social media
Op eds

Letters to the Editor

48 | EDITORIALS | BANGOR DAILY NEWS | FRIDAY. MAY 28, 3004

Bangor Daily News
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SPECIAL DELIVERY

be last time the US Post OfMce
was reformed a first class stamp
cost & cents. the postmaster gen-
eral was 3 member of the presi
dent's Cabinet and the world's first
© mall wouldn't be sent for ancther year
That was 4 years ago, the Postal Ser
vice i now only & part of & 3800 billion
» year industry i used to own — 8 part
that s bosing mall volume even as the
number of potential customers expands
medning that it s a shrinking part
An overtiaid has been overdue but only
this year has Il seemwd likely
That's partly because the president's
commission on postal reform last year
found nearty three
e could be improved and the General
Accounting Office concluded the 840 bil
lion unfunded Hability carried by USFS
made 11 urgent that Co
Tundamental reforms
risk of a significant tax
dramatic postal ra |
gress s ready toact, oo A b
Susan Collins and Thomas Carper takes
up the concerns of Dhese tw
remsserts the necessity of universa
4 overhauls the

BOCess Jo sery boe

rey b process o @
Two major changes as

Thwe bill, calied the Fostal Accountability

and Fnhancement Act of 3004 reseals

Soman Yo
Assestant Eorvon

Ricwann Seim
Bamomiai Puk Assstasy

who are retired members of the military
The bill would change that, » move

It would also switch those workers over
age & who are recelving workers' comp
0nko 10 s retirvment system

The rate sefting process lakes abour
14 months, which is 100 long & time for
the USPS 1o respond 1o changing mar
ket conditions. Under the bill. a cap is
set for classes of mail and rates can
change within 30 10 45 days. Cross
sabsidy of products s prohibat
bt the reempowered USPS board of
ould have more fexibality
the rates. The authority
would also come with new responsl
bilities for making the decisions
transparent to Congress

These reforms have been widely sup
ported by postal unions, @ multitude of
usinesses dependent on mailing and
government refor mers bee
can see what Sen Collins put well
The postal service is at risk of 8
death spiral of decreasing volume

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Christians and the war

and increasing rates (hat kead 1 JE0. 0 Sk Gt Har
" d's letter “Christian ouicry
rn.n-»r.b-u.wm volume Soar (SO Mag 1) Wi 4
The bill is scheduled to be marked ctard the Chaistin cher
up In the Governmental Affairs Com the « wllotce o supp
mitter during the first week of June for Pressdent lush's war i Irng

Merestlate among the
spectram o Chriwtian atitutes
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Types of Lobbyists

 Law and lobbying firms
 Trade Associations

« NGOs

« State Government Liaisons
« Individual citizens
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Questions
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