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Our mission
ecomaine provides 

comprehensive long-term solid 
waste solutions in a safe, 

environmentally responsible, 
economically sound manner, and 

is a leader in raising public 
awareness of sustainable waste 

management strategies.

The annual ecomaine Open House
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73 Communities 

~450,000 people

Facilities:

• Single-Sort Recycling

• Food Waste / Organics Recovery

• Waste-To-Energy Plant

• Landfill/Ashfill

• Environment, Health, & Safety

Programs:

• Tours & School Presentations

• School Grants & Outreach

• Earned & Paid Media

• Social & Digital Media

• Fairs and Events…  And more!

Facilities & Programs
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March 12, 2020
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Waste During COVID: 
WHAT DO WE DO?!??
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Waste During COVID: 
WHAT DID WE DO?!??
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Kudos to you for taking these proactive steps. This is quite exemplary. 
What outbreaks like this really reveal is what we mean by ‘essential’ in our workforce. 

You and your colleagues are essential. 
If your workforce is depleted or out, the implications could ripple across Maine society. 

So, thank you. 
-- Dr. Nirav D. Shah

(Former) Director, Maine CDC

Waste management is ESSENTIAL!

Waste During COVID: 
WHAT DID WE DO?!??



During COVID: 
Where’d the STUFF
Come From?
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During COVID: 
Where’d the STUFF Go?



40%+
of everyday 

goods 
NEED 

recycling!

During COVID: 
Where’d it Go?



“Post” COVID: 
Where’s it Going Now?
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Recycling continues to provide 
feedstock for manufacturing
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Mixed Paper

Low, September 2022: -$70/ton
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Cardboard

Low, September 2022: $10/ton

Peak, August 2021: $186/ton
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Metals

Peak, April-May 2022: $1,961/ton

Peak: April 2022: $311/ton

Low, May-June 2020: $713/ton

Low, April 2020: $69/ton
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Plastic
#1 PET Plastic
Peak: May 2022, 
$942/ton
Low: November 2020, 
$42/ton

#2 HDPE Natural
Peak: September 2021, 
$2,270/ton
Low: May 2020, 
$762/ton

#2 HDPE Colored
Peak: July 2021, 
$1,290/ton
Low: June 2020, 
$91/ton

#3-7 Plastic
Peak: August 2022, 
$433/ton
Low: December 2022, 
$8/ton

$0

$500

$1,000

$1,500

$2,000

$2,500

#1 PET Plastic #2 HDPE Natural Plastic #2 HDPE Colored Plastic #3-7 Mixed Plastic



“Post” COVID: 
What’s Happened as a Result?
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“Post” COVID: 
What’s Happened as a Result?
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“Post” COVID: 
What’s Happened as a Result?
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“Post” COVID: 
What’s Happened as a Result?
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“Post” COVID: What’s Next?
Many of these trends 

will continue

Economic concerns?

Cyclical markets will 
be cyclical markets

Domestic investment

Recycling moves to 
next generation MRFs

Automation

Policy attention in 
lots of areas



Thank you!
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Matt Grondin
Director of Communications 

& Public Affairs
207-523-3108

grondin@ecomaine.org
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